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TODAY, IN 1959
President Eisenhower signed an executive
order proclaiming Hawaii the 50th state
of the union, five months after he'd
signed the Hawaiian statehood bill.

Raid ]ikh%hts sex slave trade
Problem rampant
in US., experts say
By Larry Neumeister

_Associated Press

l^EW YORK — Raids that
uncovered more than 70 sus
pectedsexslaves focused on20
bro&els in the East, but they il
lustratedalong-i^orednation
alproblemfound intownslarge
and small, experts say.

"It's a very overwhelming

"We have to re-educate our-
sdves about this reality."

Last week, federal and local
law enibrc^ent raided broth
els disguised as massage par
lors, health spas and acupunc
ture dinics in New York, Con
necticut, Pennsylvania, North
Carolina, Maryland, Rhode Is
land and the District ofColum
bia,arrestij^ 31 peopleon traf
ficking charges.

Authorities said they also
fi«ed more than 70 sexworkers.

"Human traffickers profit by
turning dreams into night-

said US. Attomev Mi-
chael Garcia-in Manhattan.

this timp- in our country," said
CMole Angel, staff attorney

Programi, partofL^al Momen
tum in Washington, a women's
rights advocacy group. "It's
hard for US as humans to con-'
template what thismeans."

"nieconceptofslaveryin the
2lst century is foreign to most
people, agreedJoleneSmith,ex
ecutive director of Free The
Slaves, a Washington-based or
ganization dedicated to ending
slaveryworldwide.

"Americans are conditioned
to believe that slavery was a
thingof the past," Smith said.

"Thc^ ^men sou^t abetter
lijfirinribiMjrica andWound in-

misery."
Angel said the raids should

not give the impression that
' trafficking is limited to immi
grants, who oftenare enticed
into coming to America for le
gitimate jobs butthenforced to
work in brothels, sweatshops
and restaurants to pay up to
$30,000 to their traffickers.

Such forced labor also
thrives in agricultural and do
mesticwork, as well as insweat
shops or imregulated indus
tries, said Laurel Fletcher, pro-

fessor at the University of Cali
fornia at BerkeleyInternational
HumanRi^ts LawClinic.

Fletcher was one of several
authors of a 2004 report be
lieved to be the first compre
hensivestudy of forcedlabor in
title United States.

That study, by Free The
Slaves and the Human Rights
Centerofthe UniversityofCali
fornia at Berkeley, concluded
that at least 10,000 people are
forced laborers at any time
across the United States.

Tlie State Department esti-
mates there are up to 8Q0»000
traffiddng victimsjrorldwicjc^

TheBerioeleystudyconclud-
ed that forced labor victims

tri^,wth themostfromChina,
followed by Mexico and Viet-
nam.It found reports of forced
labor in it least 90 U.S. cities,
most often in areas with large
immigrant population.

The study also concluded
thatprostitution arfd sex serv
ices accoimtedfor 46 percent of
the documented forced labor.
Domestic service made up
27 percent, agriculture
10 percent, sweatshop factory
work 5 percent and restaurant
and hotel work 4 percefat.
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